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person in the photograph and thereby revealing his need-tension system.
The pattern of needs so elicited is scored so as to produce a profile which
allows the clinician to formulate the subject's psychodynamics. Susan Peri's
Introduction deals mainly with the interpretation of the profile and formu-
lation of the subject's psychodynamics, the theory having been dealt with
previously by Szondi. She leans heavily on psychoanalytic jargon in her
description of the profiles.
The Szondi Test, and therefore the formulations derived from its use,
can only be valid if (1) it is true that a subject does identify himself with
a photograph he chooses to like or dislike, and (2) that subjects do reliably
interpret photographs to signify one emotional reaction or another. The
evidence is to the contrary. It has been shown that a subject's liking or
disliking a picture does not depend necessarily on his process of identifica-
tion, and that subjects cannot reliably interpret the meaning of pictures
portraying emotional reactions. The Szondi Test is, therefore, of doubtful
validity.
The author claims as her purpose in writing the book the preparation of
a manual which will make the test useful to clinicians. Certainly, the re-
spectable clinician would demand above every other claim that the test
be a valid and reliable instrument. The failure of the Introduction to
provide this information leaves the clinician with an interesting, highly
speculative test of doubtful validity. He cannot use it with the assurance
that the interpretations are anything more than intuitive guesses as to the
psychodynamics of the subject.
When the basic tenets of the Szondi Test have been demonstrated to be
true and the interpretations valid, the clinician will welcome the facility
with which he can formulate the patient's psychodynamics by this method.
Until then, he will consider it only as an interesting procedure requiring
a good deal of caution in its application.
H. E. ROSVOLD
BONE MARROW Biopsy. HEMATOLOGY IN THE LIGHT OF STERNAL PUNC-
TURE. By S. J. Leitner. English translation revised and edited by C. J. C.
Britton and E. Neumark. New York, Grune and Stratton, 1949. 421
pp. $8.50.
For those genuinely interested in hematology, this book should be a wel-
come acquisition. Dr. Leitner's contributions in this field have long been
recognized outside of his native Switzerland. Actually the present volume
is more than a translation, for the British writers, Britton and Neumark,
have made use of the author's willingness to permit additions and alterations
to the second Swiss edition.
One of the most impressive features of the book is the large number of
references it contains. There are, for example, approximately 900 entries
in the bibliography for the chapter on "Disorders of Erythropoiesis" and
about 900 items in the bibliography for the chapter on "Disorders of
Leukopoiesis." The bulk of the references are to the continental literature.BOOK REVIEWS 195
For the average reader in this country, this feature should be a welcome
addition. There are scattered up-to-date references to the American litera-
ture and even more complete coverage of recent British papers. (Dr. Brit-
ton is co-author with L. E. H. Whitby of the well-known British text,
Disorders of the Blood.)
Unfortunately the book is not easy reading. This is partly due to the
commendable attempt of the writers to include references to a large volume
of work by others. Actually much of the data mentioned is conflicting and
the reader is apt to be left confused. Since science is filled with such con-
tradictory conclusions, some of this is understandable and pardonable.
Frequently, however, it is not clear where the present authors stand on cer-
tain controversial matters, what their own experience has been, or which
group of investigators they feel is closest to the truth. Some of the work
to which they refer appears to this reviewer to be so unreliable that it would
seem better to have omitted the reference completely.
On the whole, the overall organization of the material is good, although
some syndromes are described which are not recognized in this country and
the classification of some dyscrasias would appear to be questionable. The
authors are to be congratulated on the liberal number of concise case his-
tories which they present with pertinent laboratory data. In fact the volume
contains a great deal of clinical information outside the field of bone mar-
row study. The clinical descriptions of blood dyscrasias are not (and
doubtless were not intended to be) as thorough and complete as those
found in several texts in English on clinical hematology in general.
The format of the volume is good, the type very legible, the paper of high
quality. Most of the illustrations are black and white reproductions of
photomicrographs, but they are generally clear and pertinent. There are
six colored plates.
DAVID H. CLEMENT
COMPARATIVE ANATOMY. By L. A. Adams and S. Eddy. New York,
John Wiley and Sons Inc., 1949. vii + 520 pp. $5.00.
This book is a new arrangement and thorough revision of Professor
Adams' earlier work, Introduction to the Vertebrates. The first part of the
book discusses the general features which characterize the main groups of
the vertebrates. The various theories that have been offered for the origin of
the vertebrates are briefly given along with a consideration of phylogenetic
relationships. A chapter is also devoted to comparing the pattern of de-
velopment found in the different organ systems.
The major part of the book is given over to chapters dealing with the
comparative study of the organ systems and their parts as found in each of
the vertebrate groups. The material is well illustrated with 364 line draw-
ings. There is a good index and a comprehensive glossary to aid the student
being initiated to the basic principles of comparative anatomy.
L. S. STONE